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5 QUESTIONS YOU NEED TO ASK 
BEFORE FILING YOUR SSD CLAIM 

1
  �Should I hire an attorney? 
Yes, our attorneys have extensive experience with the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) and we will lessen the anxiety of the process. Your 
Trantolo & Trantolo attorney will help request and submit your medical records, 
file appeals and communicate directly with the SSA on your behalf.

2   �Do I need to get denied before consulting an attorney? 
No. You do not need to be denied to consult with one of our attorneys.  You can 
call Trantolo & Trantolo at any point in your application process.

3   �How much will I have to pay to hire an attorney? 
There is no out-of-pocket expense when hiring a Trantolo & Trantolo attorney for 
your SSD claim. Our fee is regulated by the Social Security Administration office 
and is paid from the benefits granted.

4   �How much money will I receive? 
The amount you may receive on a monthly basis is based on your previous 
work experience and the amount you have paid into Social Security while you 
worked.  You may also be entitled to retroactive benefits.

5   �How long does this process take? 
Each case is unique. The entire process can last anywhere from 3 months to 2+ 
years. For additional information, see the following SSD Application Timeline. 

DON’T DELAY!
Contact us today and we’ll fight for the benefits you deserve!
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THE SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 
APPLICATION TIMELINE

For Social Security Disability Application Approvals and Reconsideration Requests
Timeline is based on national averages and actual wait may vary.

The average wait time after an  
application  is sent is 6 months.

APPEAL DEADLINE
If your initial application is

denied, you must submit an
appeal within 60 days.

It takes an average of 6 months
for a decision to be made for a

reconsideration appeal.

DEADLINE TO APPEAL
FOR HEARING

You have 60 Days to submit your
appeal for a hearing. Appeal to your 

Social Security District Office
Determination Service.

The average wait time for a
hearing is almost 16 months.

THE FINAL STEP: If you are
denied, Trantolo & Trantolo can 
help you file a new application 

and restart the timeline.

INITIAL APPLICATION
Initial Application is sent to your
Social Security District Office
Determination Service.

FIRST DECISION
If your application is rejected, 
you still have two more appeals.

THE NEXT STEP: If your claim 
is approved, congratulations. If  
your claim is denied, we file for a 
reconsideration.

RECONSIDERATION DECISION
If you are denied, you can request 
a hearing with an Administrative 
Law Judge.

THE NEXT STEP: If your claim is
approved, Trantolo & Trantolo will 
explain the payment process. If your 
claim is denied for a second time, 
continue on the timeline.

THIRD DECISION
40% of all Connecticut hearings
are in favor of the applicant.
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